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Freedom and the Flesh
Galatians 6:13 – 18

I.

Introduction

II.

We Must Not Allow Our Christian Liberty to be Corrupted by the Flesh
A.

The flesh is always working to corrupt our Christian liberty
1.

The flesh wants to take us back to being enslaved to self
Romans 6:17 – 18 But thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of sin
have become obedient from the heart to the standard of teaching to which you
were committed, and, having been set free from sin, have become slaves of
righteousness.
Romans 15:3 For Christ did not please himself, but as it is written, "The
reproaches of those who reproached you fell on me."

2.

The flesh wants to take us back to being enslaved to our passions and desires
Titus 3:3 For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to
various passions and pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, hated by
others and hating one another.
James 4:1 – 4 What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it
not this, that your passions are at war within you? You desire and do not have,
so you murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel. You do
not have, because you do not ask. You ask and do not receive, because you ask
wrongly, to spend it on your passions. You adulterous people! Do you not know
that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Therefore whoever wishes to
be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.

3.

The flesh wants to take us back to being enslaved to sin
Romans 6:16 Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as
obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which
leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness?

B.

True Christian liberty freely follows the Spirit to love and serve God and others

Colossians 2:20 – 23 If with Christ you died to the elemental spirits of the world, why,
as if you were still alive in the world, do you submit to regulations— "Do not handle, Do
not taste, Do not touch" (referring to things that all perish as they are used)—according
to human precepts and teachings? These have indeed an appearance of wisdom in
promoting self-made religion and asceticism and severity to the body, but they are of no
value in stopping the indulgence of the flesh.
1 Corinthians 6:12 "All things are lawful for me," but not all things are helpful. "All
things are lawful for me," but I will not be enslaved by anything.
1 Corinthians 10:23 – 24 "All things are lawful," but not all things are helpful. "All
things are lawful," but not all things build up. Let no one seek his own good, but the
good of his neighbor.

III.

Conclusion

